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COVER  STORY 


LITTLE  COULD  WE  REALIZE 


MOST  of  us  here  in  this  great  mission  are  converts  to  the  church.  To 
those  of  us  who  are.  there  was  a  time  when  we  heard  a  knock  at 
the  door.  We  opened  and  there  stood  two  handsome  young  men  in  dark 
suits  who  said  they  were  ministers  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Little 
could  we  possibly  realize  what  that  knock  on  our  door  that  day  would 
mean  to  us  in  our  lives.  We  perhaps,  unknowingly,  opened  the  door  of 
happiness  and  invited  joy  in.  As  we  look  back  on  the  day  we  first  met 
the  missionaries  our  hearts  are  touched  as  we  think  of  the  simplicity  of 
their  message  and  the  sincerity  and  dignity  of  their  approach.  They  brought 
to  us  a  new  way  of  life  in  a  world  of  a  peculiar  people  —  the  Mormon 
people. 

We  treasure  that  blessed  day.  when  the  missionaries  knocked  on  our 
door.  Deep  in  our  hearts  there  is  a  desire  that  this  knock  be  heard  on 
other  doors  —  doors  of  those  who  are  our  friends  and  relatives.  The 
way  has  been  provided  for  us  to  bring  the  gospel  to  our  friends.  If  we 
do  our  part  in  the  Share  the  Gospel  Programme  we  will  make  it  possible  for 
others  to  hear  the  knock  that  is  being  heard  around  the  world.  And  if 
only  one  door  opens  to  the  gospel,   how  great  will  be  our  joy. 

Alvin  R.  Dyer  one  of  the  assistants  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
Apostles  has  stated: 

The  inspiration  of  our  prophet  in  the  pro- 
jection of  the  idea  that  every  member  be  a 
missionary  forms  a  concept,  which  like  a  ban- 
ner, must  be  kept  high.  There  should  be  no 
apathy  within  the  ranks  of  the  Church  to  this 
great  challenge.  The  enthusiasms  and  spirit  of 
missionary  work  must  be  kept  alive  and  active 
in  the  heart  of  every  member  for  this  is  the 
spirit  of  the  Church. 

May  there  be  no  apathy  in  the  Mission  concerning  this  great  calling 
of  every  member  a  missionary.  May  we  keep  the  banner  of  this  concept 
high. 

And  I  would  say  one  other  thing  about  this  knock  that  is  heard 
around  the  world.  It  is  the  privilege  of  our  young  people  to  serve  the  Lord 
on  missions  for  his  Church.  We  need  more  full  time  missionaries  in  this 
great  land.  The  Lord's  work  in  South  Africa  demands  more  proselyting 
missionaries  than  we  can  bring  from  overseas.  The  call  today  is  not  only 
for  every  member  to  be  a  missionary  but  that  every  young  man  prepare 
spiritually  and  financially  for  service  in  the  Kingdom.  Every  parent  should 
be  encouraging  his  son  to  serve  the  Lord  on  a  mission.  I  have  faith  in  our 
young  people;  in  the  recesses  of  my  soul  I  know  that  they  are  capable  to 
do  the  Lord's  work. 

The  call  is  to  the  young  as  well  as  the  old.  Let  each  of  us  do  our  part 
in  advancing  the  sound  that  is  being  heard  around  the  world  —  the  knock 
of  our  Mormon  Missionaries. 

Sincerely  your  brother. 

J.   Golden  Snow 
Mission   President. 
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THEY  WERE  NOT  THERE 


HEIN  REICH'S  greatest  desire 
was  to  be  free. 

He  wanted  to  walk  in  the  true 
light,  free  from  fear  and  doubt. 
Heinreich  knew  that  in  order  to 
attain  this  ideal  he  would  have  to 
plan  carefully,  for  it  would  not  be 
an  easy  task.  There  was  the  river 
that  had  to  be  crossed.  Although  it 
was  the  widest  break  in  the  wall,  it 
was  well  patrolled.  Heinreich  was 
well  aware  of  the  dangers;  he  knew 
what  his  own  people  would  try  to 
do  to  him.  They  had  stopped  many 
from  escaping  to  the  land  of  the 
free.  The  wall  that  divided  the  city 
formed  an  impregnable  obstacle; 
none  the  less.  Heinreich  laid  plans 
for  his  escape. 

Upon  the  preappointed  day  he 
stood  at  the  water's  edge.  He  took 
one  last  look  at  the  world  he  had 
known  and  then  leaped  into  the 
river.  Immediately  there  was  a  blaze 
of  gunfire  as  "his  people"  tried  to 
stop  him.  He  fought  the  current 
with  the  strength  of  his  being.  Ex- 
hausted and  wounded  he  neared  the 
other  side.  As  he  approached  the 
bank  his  eyes  frantically  scanned 
the  rocks  for  those  who  were  sup- 
posed to  meet  him  and  give  him  the 
assitance  he  would  require  to  make 
good  his  escape  and  to  find  his 
place  in  the  free  world.  They  were 
not  there. 

The  morning  papers  carried  the 
following  headline :  "Youth  Dies  in 
Dramatic  Wall  Escape  Attempt." 

The  Western  World  despises  the 
wall  erected  by  the  Communists  in 
the  divided  city  of  Berlin.  Free  men 
everywhere  feel  a  sense  of  shame 
and  indignation  as  they  think  of 
Heinreich  and  many  others  like 
him.  A  Free  people  have  no  time 
for  those  who  would  enslave  a  man 
behind  an  Iron  Curtain.  And  yet. 
many  of  us  are  guilty  of  the  same 
thing. 

Heinreich's  story  is  reacted  many 
times.  As  a  new  convert  enters  the 
waters   of   baptism   amid   the  scoffs 


and  scorns  of  "his  people ".  he  hopes 
for  a  better  life.  Fully  dependent  on 
those  of  "the  other  side",  he  eagerly 
anticipates  their  assistance.  Unfor- 
tunately, all  too  often  "those  who 
were  supposed  to  meet  him"  are 
not  there,  and  Heinreich's  story  is 
repeated. 

Iron  Curtains  have  no  place  in 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
apostle  Mark  E.  Peterson  pointed 
this  out  when  he  said  :  "There  can 
be  no  Iron  Curtains  in  this  Church. 
When  the  people  are  brought  into 
the  Church,  we  must  receive  them 
and  we  must  do  more  than  merely 
shake  hands  with  them  and  say, 
'How  do  you  do'.  We  must  make 
them  a  part  of  our  organizations. 
They  must  fit  into  our  program. 
We  must  assign  them  activities.  They 
must  learn  early  to  help  build  up 
the  kingdom."  x 

Scripture  tells  us  that  faith  with- 
out works  is  dead.  Mormonism  is  an 
active  religion  of  faithful  people. 
Unless  new  converts  have  something 
to  do  and  unless  they  feel  that  they 
are  a  part  of  the  Church,  their  faith 
is  dead.  The  apostle  Paul  must  have 
realized  this  when  he  told  the  new 
Ephesian  Saints :  "Now  therefore  ye 
are  no  more  strangers  and  foreigners, 
but   fellow   citizens   with   the   saints 

Just  as  the  former-day  apostles  in 
Christ's  Church  knew  what  it  meant 
to  fellowship  a  new  member  and 
make  him  a  "fellow  citizen",  even 
so  the  apostles  of  the  latter  days 
have  emphasized  the  importance  of 
fellowshipping.  One  of  the  apos- 
tles has  said :  "Fellowship  means 
salvation."  3 

Without  proper  fellowshipping 
the  newly  baptized  is  easy  prey  for 
"his  people"  and  is  lost  to  the  old 
world  from  which  he  came.  With 
the  new  awakening  of  member  mis- 
sionary work,  it  would  be  a  tradge- 
dy  if  the  combined  efforts  of  the 
members   and   missionaries   brought 
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many   into    the   church    only    to    be  Programme. 

lost  again  because  of  lack  of  pro-  The  challenge  met  will  mean  joy 

per   fellowshipping.   The   Share    the  and  happiness  in  this  life  and  eter- 

Gospel  Programme  has  two  impor-  nal    exaltation    in     the    next.    God 

tant    parts.    The    first    object    is   to  give    us    the    strength    to    meet    the 

interest  and  baptize,  and  the  second  challenge. 

is  to  fellowship  and  motivate.  RBM 

The  challenge  then  for  the  South 

African  Mission  is  for  the  members  '      Mark    El    Peterson,    Improve- 

and  missionaries  to  unite  in  a  mas-  ment  Era,  July,  1961,  p.  510. 

sive   Share   the   Gospel   and   follow  -     Ephesians  2  :  14. 

it  up  with  an  effective  Felowshipping  3     Op.  cit. 

********** 

Ji     Convert  s    Lrrayer 

(To  a  Missionary) 

My  Lord.  Wherever  he  is  today. 

If  danger  there  he  cannot  see, 

Reach  out  thy  hand  to     im,  I  pray 

And  hold  him  close  to  ti  ee. 

Lord,  do  not  let  him  falter  here, 

fo<  the  way  is  rough  and  the  chasm  wide. 

And  the  pride  of  men  is  a  raging  tide. 

The  rugged  hills  are  slick  and  steep 

And  the  pits  men  dig  are  dark  and  deep. 

The  tempter  waits  just  'round  the  bend 

To  tempt  his  feet  toward  sands  of  sin. 

But  he'll  go  on,  my  Lord,  I  know: 

His  heart  and  mind  have  told  thee  so. 

And  when  he  needs  thee  on  his  way 

His  voice  will  seek  thee,  and  he'll  pray. 

I  know  sometimes  he  prays  for  me. 

For  many  times  I  think  I  see 

In  the  dim  lamplight  of  a  tiny  room. 

Away  from  strife  and  surrounding  gloom. 

The  shadow  of  a  narrow  bed. 

An  open  book,  and  a  bowed  head  — 

A  kneeling  figure,  quiet  and  still. 

The  moonlight  from  the  windowsill 

Plays  softly  on  the  head  bowed  low. 

As  I  hear  his  prayer  in  the  pale  lampglow. 

Lord,  tell  him  while  he  kneels  to  pray. 

Somehow  in  whispers  soft  and  low 

That  1  am  going  all  the  way — thy  way — 

The  way  he  prayed  I'd  go. 

by  Lydia  R.  Middleton 

reprinted  from  THE  IMPROVEMENT  ERA  October  1961 

used  by  permission. 
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TRUTH 

AND  THE  MORMON  POSITION 

elder  John  R.  Carlson 

ONE  of  the  most  striking  and  most  fundamental  characteristics  of 
truth  is  its  quality  of  constancy.  No  amount  of  time,  no  change  of 
geography,  nor  any  alteration  in  understanding  or  of  science  can  affect 
in  any  degree  the  true  value  of  a  fact.  Once  a  fact  is  stated  with  all  the 
attendant  circumstances  and  all  the  pertinent  data,  so  that  a  complete 
understanding  is  achieved,  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  that  can  change 
the  truthfulness  of  that  fact. 

Thus  one  test  of  the  truthfulness  of  any  claim  lies  in  its  unchange- 
ability.  So  it  is  with  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints; 
this  is  not  a  Church  that  teaches  one  thing  today,  only  to  back  down 
under  some  future  application  or  increased  scientific  or  academic  in- 
sight. There  is  no  instance  of  such  a  relinquishing  of  ideals  or 
standards,  no  record  of  a  denial  of  some  previously  accepted  doctrine 
of  principle. 

It  might  appear  through  a  cursory  examination  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  Church  as  though  this  were  not  true,  as  though  Mormonism 
had  relinquished  some  of  its  points,  ai  though  it  had  given  up  some  of 
its  grounds.  But  such  is  not  the  case. 

We  are  reminded  of  the  exodus  from  the  state  of  Missouri,  after  the 
persecutions  which  afflicted  the  Saints  of  that  area.  We  are  told  in  the 
history  of  the  Church  that  Far  West  was  to  have  a  temple,  a  temple 
was  to  be  built  in  Jackson  County,  a  city  of  Zion  was  to  be  established 
there.  The  members  of  the  Church  purchased  lands,  they  planned  their 
cities  and  their  communities  —  only  to  be  expelled  and  driven  out  by 
mobs.  Yet  the  Church,  in  the  real  sense,  did  not  budge  an  inch,  for  the 
plans  are  still  in  existence  for  communities  and  cities,  for  temples,  and 
for  that  Zion  to  be  built.  The  Church  has  been  temporarily  detained 
in  achieving  that  desired  result,  but  it  shall  not  always  be  thus. 

The  Church  had  previously  been  expelled  from  Kirtland,  Ohio,  and 
from  Palmyra,  New  York;  but  even  today  the  hill  Cumorah  is  owned  by 
the  Church,  as  well  as  much  other  land  there.  Each  and  every  spot 
which  has  special  significance  for  the  Church  will  revert  to  the  Church 
at  the  proper  time.  We  are  reminded,  of  course,  of  tne  tremendous  strug- 
gles which  took  place  at  the  fabulous  city  of  Nauvoo,  Illinois.  Here  the 
Saints  had  purchased  a  swampland;  they  had  drained  it  and  cleared  it 
and  built  their  city:  the  most  beautiful  city  that  state  had  ever  seen, 
and  the  largest  as  well.  They  built  Nauvoo  the  Beautiful.  They  built  its 
streets,  and  its  houses  and  stores.  They  built  its  churches  and  its  schools. 
And  there  they  constructed  a  temple.  The  people  of  that  neighbourhood 
were  determined  that  that  temple  should  never  be  completed.  But  under 
the  most  severe  of  circumstances,  while  being  heavi'y  persecuted  by 
these  people,  that  temple  was  completed. 

The  Saints  were  driven  from  that  city  of  Nauvoo,  but  did  they  really 
relinquish  anything  at  all?  Were  they  driven  to  something  which  they 
did  not  already  espouse?  The  answer  is:  no!  The  Saints  were  hastened 
on  their  way,  but  that  is  all.  The  persecution  was  not  the  cause  of  the 
great  trek  to  the  West. 

One  of  the  Apostles  of  the  Church  in  those  days  wrote  an  article 
in  the  Millenial  Star,  the  publication  of  the  British  Mission,  and  this 
Apostle  who  later  became  the  President  of  the  Church,  gives  some 
interesting  insight  into  the  real  motivation  behind  that  great  trek.  This 
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is  from  the  actual  account  of  John  Taylor,  who  took  part  in  that  move. 
"Many  living  witnesses  can  testify  that  we  proposed  moving  to  Califor- 
nia1 leaving  the  land  of  our  oppression,  preaching  the  gospel  to  the 
Lamanites,  building  up  other  temples  to  the  living  God,  establishing 
ourselves  in  the  far  distant  west  The  cruel  and  perfidious  persecutions 
that  we  endured,  tended  to  hasten  our  departure,  but  dit  not  dictate  it. 
It  jeoparidsed  our  lives,  property  and  liberty,  but  was  not  the  cause  of 
our  removal. 

"Many  a  time  have  I  listened  to  the  voice  of  our  beloved  Prophet, 
while  in  council,  dwell  on  this  subject  [the  removal  of  the  Saints  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains]  with  delight;  his  eyes  sparkling  with  animation,  and 
his  soul  fired  with  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God.  It 
was  a  theme  that  caused  the  bosoms  of  all  who  were  privileged  to  listen, 
to  thrill  with  delight;  intimately  connected  with  this,  were  themes  upon 
which  prophets,  patriarchs,  priests  and  kings  dwelt  with  pleasure  and 
delight:  of  them  they  prophesied,  sung,  wrote,  spoke,  and  desired  to  see, 
but  died  without  the  sight.  My  spirit  glows  with  oacred  fire  while  I  re- 
flect upon  these  scenes,  and  I  say,  O  Lord,  hasten  the  day!  Let  Zion  be 
established!  Let  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  be  established  in  the 
tops  of  the  mountains!"2 

That  statement,  made  by  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Church  at  the 
very  time  of  that  great  movement,  indicates  the  real  motivation  behind 
the  leav.ng  of  Nauvoo.  They  were  hastened  on  their  way,  it  is  true;  but 
they  were  not  driven  to  something  for  which  they  had  not  previously 
planned,  and  of  which  they  had  not  dreamed  many  times. 

To  gain  a  little  further  insight  into  this,  we  might  go  to  another  talk 
which  was  given  by  John  Taylor,  when  he  himself  was  on  the  route  to 
Utah  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  many  companies  then  on  the  move. 
While  the  Mormons  were  making  their  way  across  the  plains,  a  Captain 
of  the  United  States  Armed  Forces  approached  them  to  say  that  he  had 
a  call  for  five  hundred  Mormon  volunteers  to  go  on  a  great  march  in 
a  new  war  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico.  Many  of  the  people 
did  not  really  have  it  in  their  hearts  to  undertake  such  an  episode, 
especially  on  behalf  of  a  country  which  had  just  expelled  them  from 
its  boundaries.  John  Taylor  then  arose  and,  after  giving  a  very  patriotic 
talk,  exhorted  the  brethren  with  the  following  words: 

"Many  have  felt  something  like  rebelling  against  the  government 
of  the  United  States.  I  have  myself  felt  swearing  mad  at  the  government 
for  the  treatment  we  have  received  at  the  hands  of  those  in  authority, 
although  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  swore  much.  We  have  had  cause  to 
feel  as  we  have,  and  any  man  having  a  spark  of  the  love  of  liberty  in 
him  would  have  felt  likewise.  We  are  now  something  like  Abraham  was. 
wandering  about,  we  know  not  whither,  but  fleeing  from  a  land  of 
tyranny  and  oppression."  3 

(Continued  on  page  42) 


v>S^ 


February,  1965 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


35 


"A  Vision  of  Promise" 


Reflected  in  my  mood  of  reverie 

A  thousand  splendid  visions  I  did  see, 

But  first  I  saw  the  human  race 

There  was  anger  and  hatred  upon  its  face. 

Then  in  the  mist  it  swirled  away 

And  of  this  I  was  glad  I  must  certainly  say, 

I  saw  love  rekindled  and, 

Its  stages  of  rebirth 

The  glories  of  heaven,  and  amazing  new  earth. 

Where  men  now  mingled  in  harmony  and  joy 

The  powers  of  love  to  fully  employ. 

Everywhere  brother  and  sister 

Truly  felt  as  one 

Recognizing  that  it  was  good  to 

Pursue  what  God  had  begun. 

There  was  no  longer  a  barrier 

Twixt  heaven  and  earth 

For  there  was  no  further  need 

To  test  mans  worth 

In  the  passage  of  time  he  had 

Grown  wise  and  had  come  to  his  senses 

Removing  all  the  pitfalls  and  obstacles  and  fences 

Which  hitherto  between  Him  and  his  brother  had  stood, 

And  now  were  but  ashes  and 

Dust  in  the  face  of  His  good. 

God  was  well  pleased  and 

He  smiled  from  His  throne 

For  He  said  it  is  right 

That  my  children  have  come  home. 

W.  Van  Heerden,  East  London 
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SONDAGSKOOL  BLADSY 


HOE  OM  'N  NUWE  LIDMAAT 


9? 


IN  TE  BURGER" 

vertaal  deur  Carol  de  Wet 


LAAT  ons  vir  'n  paar  minute  in 
die  skoene  van  'n  pas  gedoopte 
lid  van  die  Kerk  stap.  En  laat  ons 
ook  saamstap  met  iemand  wat  be- 
keer  en  gedoop  is,  maar  nou  selde 
uitkom. 

Is  dit  nie  wonderlik  om  met  'n 
openhartige  glimlag  en  'n  handskud 
gegroet  te  wees  wanneer  ons  by  die 
portaal  voor  Sondagskool  inkom 
nie?  Is  dit  nie  'n  eenvoudige  en  be- 
vredigende  ervaring  nie?  Sover  dit 
ons  aangaan,  het  die  Sondagskool 
met  hierdie  welkom  'n  goeie  begin 
gekry. 

Meer  sulke  eenvoudige  en  bedag- 
same  optredes  en  gebare  deur  leiers 
en  lidmate  tel  by  tot  'n  geweldige 
gevolg.  Al  hierdie  gebare  neem  nie 
by  die  kapel  plaas  nie.  Baie  van 
hulle  het  by  die  werk  plaasgevind, 
of  moes  lank  voor  Sondagoggend 
plaasgevind  het.  Sommige  sal  later 
toegepas  word  en  later  doeltreffend 
word.  Eintlik  is  dit  'n  proses  wat 
nie  moet  ophou  as  elke  lid  sy  ver- 
antwoordelikheid  as  'n  sendeling  na- 
kom  nie.  Ons  s'n  is  'n  sendingkerk. 

Die  welkom  atmosfeer  in  die  Son- 
dagskool verhef  ons.  Dit  smaak  van 
opregtheid  omdat  dit  uit  die  belang- 
stelling  en  liefde  van  toegewyde 
leiers  spruit.  Die  welkomende  pro- 
ses het  die  verantwoordelikheid  van 
die  Priesterskap  geword  binne  die 
twee  gebiede  van  Tuisopleiding  en 
sendingwerk  —  tuisopleiding  is 
sendingwerk  vir  die  lede,  en  sending- 
werk is  tuisopleiding  vir  die  wat  nie 
lede  is  nie. 

Hierdie  twee  programme,  verteen- 
woordig  binne  die  Uitvoerende 
Komitee  van  die  Priesterskap  van 
die  tak,  en  aangevul  deur  die  Sondag- 
skool Superintendensie,  gee  'n  nuwe 
en  doeltreffende  middel  om  die 
proses  van  integrasie  te  bespoedig. 

Die  Superintendensie  is  persoon- 
lik  deur  die  voorsitterskap  van  die 
tak  aan  die  nuwe  ondersoeker  en 
ook  aan  die  wat  selde  dienste  by- 
woon,  voorgestel.  Dan  stel  die  super- 
intendensie die  onderwyser  van  die 


geskikte  groep  voor,  en  die  onder- 
wyser en  klasoffisiere  aanvaar  hulle 
verantwoordelikhede.  Hierdie  per- 
soonlike  belangstelling  ontwikkel  'n 
gemaklike  en  natuurlike  atmosfeer 
in  die  klaskamer. 

Die  geestelike  en  welkomende  at- 
mosfeer van  die  erediens  het  alreeds 
die  nuwekomeling  gedeeltelik  ge- 
absorbeer.  Dienste  wat  betyds  'n 
aanvangs  neem,  getuies  van  sorg- 
vuldige  voorbereidings  in  musiek  en 
toesprake,  gedrag,  eenbiedigheid, 
goeie  rangskikking  van  sitplekke  met 
ofhsiere  en  onderwysers  op  hulle 
plekke — dit  alles  werk  saam  om  die 
aanwesigheid  van  die  Here  se  Gees 
te  verwelkom. 

Onderwysers  verstaan  dat  dit  die 
Sondagskool  se  plig  is  om  die  Evan- 
gelie  aan  alle  ouderdomme  te  onder- 
rig.  Klaslede  is  aangemoedig  om 
hulle  eie  gedagtes  uit  te  druk,  en  'n 
informele  houding  stel  hul  op  hul 
gemak.  Die  onderwyser  weet  dat  hy 
lid  is  van  die  fakulteit  van  'n  On- 
gewone  en  wonderlike  oprigting  van 
geleerdheid.  Hy  weet  dat  hy  deur 
die  regte  gesag  in  sy  betrekking  ge- 
plaas  is.  Sy  getuienis  is  onwankel- 
baar.  Hy  is  seker  van  sy  grond, 
tog  nederig,  bedagsaam  en  menslie- 
wend.  Hy  onderrig  met  die  bege- 
leiding  van  die  Heilige  Gees,  lede 
van  sy  klas  voel  dit  aan,  hoogag 
horn  en  kry  horn  lief.  Hulle  leer  dat 
hulle  'n  deel  vorm  van  Sondag- 
skool en  dat  hulle  daar  behoort  en 
nodig  is.  Dit  is  ware  gemeenskap. 

Die  onderwyser  ken  die  voordeel 
van  noue  samewerking  met  die  In- 
tegraringskomitee  van  die  nuwe 
lede  en  ondersoekers,  en  met  die 
Tuisopleiers  wat  verantwoordelik  is 
vir  die  bevordering  van  die  onak- 
tiewe  lede.  Dit  is  'n  waardevolle 
skakel  in  ,,inburgering"  en  integre- 
ring. 

Die  Superintendensie  is  angstig  dat 
almal  persoonlik  gegroet  word,  met 
openhartigheid,  en  dat  name  onthou 
word.  Aan  die  begin  van  Sondag- 
skool hoort  dit  kortliks  aangekondig 
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te  word  wat  klaskamers  bctref,  vir 
die  voordeel  van  nuwekomelinge  en 
besoekers  ondcr  die  gemeente  wat 
nog  nie  aan  hulle  klasinstrukteurs 
voorgestel  is  nie.  Hulle  mag  'n  lid 
van  die  Superintendensie  in  die  por- 
taal  na  die  erediens  ontmoet  om  na 
hulle  klasse  aangewys  te  word  en 
daar  voorgestel  te  word.  Voordat  die 
klas  oor  is,  word  almal  opreg  uit- 
genooi  om  die  volgende  Sondag 
weer  byeen  te  kom.  Klein,  maklike 
takies  is  aan  die  nuwe  lede  gegee 
wanneer  hule  daarvoor  gereed  is 
met  'n  aangename  navolg,  word  be- 
langstelling  gewek. 

Die  onderwyser  neem  tyd  om  af 
en  toe  met  lede  van  sy  klas  privaat 
te  gesels.  Hy  verduidelik  aan  nuwe 
lidmate  die  organisasie  van  die  Son- 
dagskool  en  die  bedoeling  van  die 
erediens.  As  mense  so  meegedeel 
word,  voel  hulle  nader  aan  die  pro- 
gram en  hulle  word  eindelik  'n  deel 
daarvan.  Hulle  raak  gei'nteresseerd 
genoeg  om  ander  daarvan  te  wil  ver- 
tel. 

Ons  het  tot  die  kennis  gekom  dat 
die  „inburgering"  van  'n  bekeerde 
en  die  aktivering  van  'n  lidmaat 
heeltemal  'n  persoonlike  saak  is. 
Geen  meganiese  middel  kan  dit  doen 
nie.  Sonder  vriende  kan  ons  nie 
werklik  lewe  nie.  Ons  het  almal 
iemand  nodig  om  ons  teen  die  bose  te 
waarsku,  om  ons  te  help  wanneer 


ons  struikel,  wat  ons  met  hoe  idealc 
inspireer,  wat  ons  ophef  as  ons  ter- 
neergedruk  is,  en  wat  nooit  sy  ver- 
troue  in  ons  verloor  nie.  Dit  is  ver- 
naamlik  waar  wat  betref  nuwe  lede 
en  onwerksame  lede.  Aansluiting  by 
die  Kerk  beteken  'n  totale  ver- 
andering  in  sy  lewenswyse,  met  nuwe 
vriende  en  assosiasies. 

Dit  is  ons  plig  en  gelcentheid  om 
hulle  die  hand  van  vriendskap  uit  te 
reik.  Met  die  hele  Sondagskool  se 
samewerking  in  hierdie  program,  is 
soms  net  'n  bietjie  kragsinspanning 
deur  'n  klaslidmaat  nodig  om  per- 
soonlik  die  'inburgering'  van  'n 
nuwe  vriend  te  bewerkstellig. 

Ouderling  Mark  E.  Petersen  van 
die  Twaalf  het  gese  : 

,,Ek  het  al  dikwels  gedink  dat  op- 
leiding  in  die  Evangelie  sonder  ge- 
meenskap  in  die  kerk  so  onvoltooid 
is  soos  doop  sonder  aanneming.  Dit 
is  volkome  dwaasheid  van  ons  om 
ons  verantwoordelikheid  om  die  be- 
hoorlike  ,, inburgering"  van  die 
nuwekomeling  aan  die  Kerk  te  ig- 
noreer  of  te  vermy." 

Die  geheim  om  'n  bekeerde  of 
onaktiewe  lidmaat  in  te  burger  is 
deur  Christus  Homself  verduidelik : 
(Matt.  7  :  12)  Alles  wat  julle  dan 
wil  he  dat  die  mense  aan  julle  moel 
doen  —  net  so  moet  julle  aan  hulle 
ook  doen;  want  dit  is  die  Wet  en 
die  Profete. 


CUMORAH'S  YOUTH   (Continued   from   page   39) 

The  people  who  will  hearken  to  their  message  shall  swell  the  numbers 
of  the  Church  in  this  land  until  it  is  sufficient  to  organize  a  stake  of 
Zion,  a  stronghold  of  the  Church. 

The  experience  and  knowledge  which  the  young  people  on  missions 
gain  will  fit  them  to  become  worthy  leaders  of  the  Church  in  our  land, 
which  the  Lord  will  bless  for  their  sake. 

Have  you  ever  watched  an  artist  paint  a  picture? 

He  first  carefully  selects  his  subject  from  which  his  painting  will 
evolve.  Slowly  and  painstakingly  each  dab  of  paint  is  added,  improving 
on  the  work  already  there  and  brings  to  life  his  conception  of  the  subject 
chosen. 

Towards  the  end  and  near  completion  his  idea  fulfills  and  his  work 
becomes  almost  alive  to  him.  Even  so,  is  a  good  missionary,  he  knows 
his  work  and  understands  what  is  required  to  be  a  successful  Fisher  of 
Man.  And  in  the  end,  even  if  only  one  becomes  "alive  to  him",  how  great 
will  be  his  joy. 

All  of  these  things  I  hope  and  desire  for  the  young  people  of  this 
Mission. 
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CUMORAH'S  YOUTH 

South    African    Youth 
—  A    Mission    to    Perform 

by   Neville  Cramer 

Returned  Missionary  from  Ramah 

If  you  would  plant  for  a  year,  plant  grain 
If  you  would   plant  for  ten  years,  plant  trees. 
If   you   would    plant   for   eternity,   plant  men. 

THE  greatest  happiness  and  joy  obtainable  as  taught  by  the  Saviour 
and  illustrated  by  the  experiences  of  the  early  pioneers  of  this  great 
Restored  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  is  the  giving  of  oneself  that  others  may 
have  joy  and  happiness. 

This  joy  can  only  come  with  an  understanding  of  the  plan  which  God 
has  provided  for  his  Children  here  on  Earth. 

Over-arching  all  the  many  reasons  which  some  may  give  of  why  the 
vouth  of  the  South  African  Mission  need  to  prepare  for  missions  on  a 
full  time  basis,  is  the  fact  that  the  souls  of  men  are  dear  to  God.  Our 
Father,  and  need  to  become  dearer  to  us  all  —  they  are  waiting  for  us 
to  bring  the  gospel  to  them,  in  their  own  language  and  environments, 
and  this  we  are  prepared  for.  To  the  great  numbers  of  young  people,  our 
strong  young  men  and  women,  the  Lord  has  said.  "For  behold  the  field 
is  white  already  to  harvest  and  lo!  he  that  thrusteth  in  his  sickle  with  his 
might,  the  same  layeth  up  in  store  that  he  perisheth  not  .  .  ." 

The  Lord  has  faith  in  us  here  in  South  Africa,  and  will  always  use 
the  human  element  to  accomplish  his  purposes.  Our  Youth  in  South  Africa 
can  perform  along  with  the  Lord  and  their  companions  from  across  the 
seas  a  work  that  is  truly  marvellous  ana  wonderful. 

Everv  Mormon  youth  should  carefully  prepare  himself  or  herself 
for  the  dav  when  the  great  missionary  call  may  come  to  them.  It  has  been 
said  and  well  evidenced  that  a  young  person  who  gives  of  their  time  to  a 
mission  in  the  Church  returns  enriched  far  more  than  had  he  attended  the 
finest  college  there  is.  He  is  blessed  of  the  Lord,  through  service  to  Him — 
it  cannot  be  otherwise.  From  the  rich  store  of  knowledge  and  experiences 
the  missionary  returns  home  to  enrich  his  friends  and  his  community. 

However,  the  greatest  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  missionary  is  the 
love  and  gratitude  in  the  hearts  of  those  to  whom  he  took  the  truth.  Tn 
giving  them  the  truth  he  gives  it  to  himself  anew  and  knows  for  a  surety 
that  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  which  he  has  been  teaching  is  the  true 
way  of  life  and  salvation. 

To  the  Youth  we  can  sav  that  the  prime  purpose  of  a  missionary  is 
to  preach  and  teach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  His  whole-hearted  effort 
is  to  bring  this  truth  to  the  honest  in  heart.  His  life  is  centred  in  others 
rather  than  in  himself  and  joy  and  happiness  comes  to  him  in  seeing  others 
enriched  and  blessed. 

In  the  South  African  Mission,  we  need  to  prepare  to  receive  all  such 
resulting  blessings  which  the  Lord  may  shower  on  us.  as  our  Young  People 
leave  and  return  on  missions  for  the  Church. 

(Continued  on  page  38) 
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RETURNED  MISSIONARIES  ANSWER 


"Why 


go  on 


SHARING  the  Gospel  with  others 
has  taught  me  the  love  and 
concern  which  our  Father  in  heaven 
wants  us  to  have  towards  our  fel- 
lowmen.  It  has  taught  me  that  the 
restoreJ  Gospel  which  we  have  is 
here  to  share  with  others  and  so 
helo  one  another  to  obtain  exal- 
tation. 

Most  important  however,  is  the 
blessings  I've  gained  through  the 
companionship  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which  has  helped  me  to  be  what  the 
Lord   wants  me  to  be. 

Koot  de  Wet,  Durban 


'.  .  .  Send  for  the  elders 
of  my  church  unto  the 
nations  of  which  are  afar 
off;  unto  the  islands  of  the 
sea;  send  forth  unto  foreign 
lands;  call  upon  all 
nations.    .   ." 


Years  ago  industries  produced 
one  main  article,  today  however, 
they  manufacture  many  valuable  by- 
products. The  industry  of  missionary 
work  also  produces  many  valuable 
by-products.  A  few  years  ago  I  pro- 
duced a  mission — today  I  literally 
live  on  its  by-products. 

The  by-products  which  has  been 
most  profitable  to  me  is  that  of 
love  or  charity  as  Paul  calls  it.  I 
feel  that  because  of  mv  mission  my 
love  for  the  Godhead,  Gospel  princi- 
ples and  my  neighbour  has  in- 
creased. It  has  because  through  my 
missionary  experience  I  have  learned 
to  understand  God,  man,  and  the 
Gospel  more  fully.  Because  of  this 
I  h^ve  been  happier  and  more  suc- 
cessful in  my  church  assignments, 
at  home,  at  play,  and  at  work. 

Today,  I  reap  the  benefits  of  two 
years  of  work  which  I  regard  as 
one  of  the  greatest  privileges  I  will 
ever  have  — ■  that  of  a  full  time 
missionary  labourer. 

Gerald  Wiffen,  Cape  Town 


So  many  qualities  are  necessary  to 
build  a  happy  home,  such  as  love, 
understanding,  patience  and  humi- 
lity. We  need  to  have  a  knowledge 
of  how  to  live  with  other  people, 
appreciating  their  points  of  view 
and  being  able  to  share  the  joys 
along  with  the  sorrows.  We  need 
a  good  foundation  of  the  Gospel, 
a  strong  testimony,  and  a  desire  to 
serve  our  Father  in  Heaven,  not 
only  on  Sundays,  but  every  day  of 
our  lives. 

All  this,  and  much  more,  I  learn- 
ed while  serving  as  a  missionary  for 
my  Heavenly  Father.  Of  course,  I 
am  by  no  means  perfect,  but  I  am 
filled  with  great  joy  when  I  realise 
what  all  my  mission  has  done  for 
me,  by  preparing  me  for  the  great 
mission  in  which  I  am  now  engaged, 
that  of  being  a  wife  and  a  mother. 
Valerie  Keuring,  Springs 


".  .  .Verily  I  say  unto  you, 
he  that  is  ordained  of  me 
and  sent  forth  to  preach 
the  word  of  truth  by  the 
Comforter,  in  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  doth  he  preach  by 
the  Spirit  of  truth  or  some 
other  way'!  And  if  it  be 
by  some  other  way  it  is  not 
of  God." 


How  else  can  this  Gospel  be 
preached,  "to  every  nation,  and 
kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people," 
than  by  missionaries  who  can  speak 
to  those  nations  in  their  own  ton- 
gues. 

Youth  of  South  Africa,  you  who 
know  the  Afrikaans  language,  can 
assist  in  fulfilling  this  prophecy  and 
thereby  store  up  for  yourselves 
blessings  in  heaven  and  great  hap- 
piness here  on  earth. 

Tony  Larsen,  Raman 


40 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


February,  1965 


A  Mission?" 


Together  with  numerous  other 
blessings,  my  mission  left  with  me 
one  which  is  perhaps  the  foundation 
of  them  all.  Constantly  debating 
with  thinking,  questioning  people,  I 
began  to  appreciate  the  value  of 
thinking  and  questioning.  I  began 
to  challenge  many  of  the  questions 
I  had  evaded  before. 

I  investigated  my  shaky  testimony 
— I  questioned  the  sincerity  of  many 
of  my  motives,  and  the  dissatisfying 
answers  I  received  brought  me  face 
to  face  with  my  real  self. 

What  was  the  Greatest  blessing  of 
my  mision?  I  learned  the  value  of 
personal    honesty. 

Digby  Charer,  Ramah 

The  purpose  of  a  missionary 
labouring  in  the  field,  is  to  search 
for  the  honest  in  heart  and  bring 
them  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Saviour. 
For  those  labouring  the  promise  is 
that  their  joy  will  be  great  through 
the  bringing  of  save  one  soul 
into  his  kingdom.  I  have  gained 
three-  fold  from  labouring  as  a  mis- 
sionary :  First,  I  have  been  able  to 
serve  the  Lord  and  help  to  bring 
about  his  divine  plan.  Second,  I 
have  been  able  to  share  the  Testi- 
mony I  have  and  bring  joy  to 
others.  Thirdly,  as  a  by-product, 
I  have  grown  in  testimony  and 
knowledge. 

Alma  Donly,  Ramah 

Many  young  people  never  fully 
realize  the  tremendous  importance 
and  beauty  of  life  until  they  serve 
a  mission,  working  with  an  eye 
single  to  the  glory  of  god. 

Serving  a  mission  is  a  beautiful, 
a  joyous,  and  an  eye  opening  ex- 
perience, a  soul  satisfying  ex- 
perience, equalled  by  few  other  ex- 

This  the  first  time  you  really  abide 
periences  in  this  world, 
by  the  golden  rule  and  serve  God 
first  the  people  of  the  world  se- 
cond and  self  last.  Abiding  by  this 
rule  is  the  only  way  we  can  find 
true    peace   and   joy. 

Jeanette  Blignaut,  Durban 


On  considering  this  I  have  looked 
back  into  the  past,  and  my  life  as  it 
was  then,  and  compared  it  to  now 
and  these  are  the  conclusions  I 
came  to.  First  and  foremost,  my 
testimony  was  strengthened  so  that 
situations  which  might  have  shaken 
it  then,  won't  now.  My  appreciation 
for  the  honour  of  being  a  Priest- 
hood bearer  has  made  me  realize  the 
important  part  which  I'm  expected 
to  play  in  serving  God,  my  fellow- 
men  and  His  Kingdom  here  upon 
the  earth.  My  respect  for  those  in 
authority  over  me  has  changed  in 
as  much  as  their  faults  are  over- 
looked and  I  know  they  are  called 
to  the  position  and  are  acting  for 
our  Heavenly  Father.  Fourthly,  and 
most  important  is  the  power  of 
prayer  and  its  great  value. 
President  Don  E.  Harper  Cape  Town 


".  .  .Behold,  I  sent  you  out 
to  testify  and  warn  the 
people,  and  it  hecometh 
every  man  who  hath  been 
warned  to  warn  his  neigh- 
hour." 


In  serving  a  mision,  I  considered 
one  of  my  major  responsibilities  was 
to  love  my  neighbour  completely, 
without  reservation.  This  in  turn  re- 
quired strength  which  is  mostly  gain- 
ed by  feeding  the  spirit  which  leads 
one  to  the  challenge  of  self  disci- 
pline. Missionary  life  is  essentially 
helping  to  build  faith  in  others  and 
it  is  a  natural  consequence  that  in 
doing  that  you  build  up  your  own. 
Faith  is  the  foundation  of  eternal 
life  and  the  absolute  necessity  to  a 
full  and  happy  mortal  probation. 
The  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
answer  for  this  life  and  eternity.  My 
mission  convinced  me  of  this  be- 
cause of  the  vast  insight  one  receives 
into  other  ways  of  life,  and  for  this 
reason  I  would  that  all  young  peo- 
ple could  have  the  same  experience. 
Trevor  Southley,  Quelo 
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TRUTH  AND  THE  MORMON  POSITION   (Continued  from  page  35) 

He  then  went  on  to  explain  that  it  was  the  present  intention  of  the 
Church  to  settle  in  some  part  of  the  great  west.  He  elucidated  a  portion 
of  the  dream  which  many  of  the  Pioneers  must  have  had,  and  which 
certainly  was  behind  many  of  the  actions  of  the  presiding  brethren. 
He  reminded  them  that,  if  they  could  get  a  large  body  of  Saints  in  one 
area,  and  if  they  could  establish  settler's  rights  in  that  area,  then  they 
would  be  enabled  to  bring  in  large  parties,  perhaps  as  many  as  30,000 
of  them,  and  thus  establish  their  own  territorial  areas.  In  time  they 
might  even  be  admitted  to  the  Union,  first  as  a  territory,  and  eventually 
as  their  own  state,  where  they  could  worship  and  live  in  peace.  John 
Taylor  then  prophesies  some  of  the  history  which  we  now  enjoy  reading 
about  so  much. 

But,  again,  the  important  point  is  that  the  Mormon  Church  had, 
even  before  the  death  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  planned  for  a  move 
to  the  West.  Hastened  to  it  by  conditions,  persecutions  with  which  they 
were  afflicted,  they  followed  after  their  dreams.  They  pursued  the  course 
they  had  always  intended:  they  did  not  budge  an  inch  from  their  ideals 
and  principles. 

It  has  also  appeared  to  some  that  the  Church  may  have  given  up 
ground  and  relinquished  some  of  its  cherished  precepts  in  the  case  of 
plural  marriage,  which  was  abolished  by  the  Manifesto  of  1890,  as  set 
forth  by  President  Wilford  Woodruff.  However,  it  is  not  true  that  the 
Church  gave  up  one  inch  of  ground.  I  would  like  to  quote  fron  a  sermon 
given  by  President  Woodruff  at  the  fourth  session  of  the  dedication  ser- 
vices of  the  Salt  Lake  Temple  in  April  1893. 

He  said,  "I  feel  disposed  to  say  something  with  regard  to  the  Mani- 
festo. To  begin  with,  I  will  say  this  work  was  like  a  mountain  upon  me. 
I  saw  by  the  inspiration  of  Almighty  God  what  lay  before  this  people, 
and  I  knew  that  something  had  to  be  done  to  ward  off  the  blow  that 
I  saw  impending.  But  I  should  have  let  come  to  pass  what  God  showed 
me  by  revelation  and  vision;  I  should  have  lived  in  the  flesh  and  per- 
mitted these  things  to  come  to  pass;  I  should  have  let  this  temple  go 
into  the  hands  of  our  enemies;  I  should  have  let  every  temple  be  con- 
fiscated by  the  hands  of  the  wicked;  I  should  have  permitted  all  Church 
property  to  be  confiscated  by  our  enemies;  I  should  have  seen  these  peo- 
ple —  apostles  and  prophets  —  driven  by  our  enemies,  and  our  wives 
and  children  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven.  I  should  have  seen 
all  this  had  not  Almighty  God  commanded  me  to  do  what  I  did."4 

To  me  that  makes  it  fairly  obvious  that  the  motivation  behind  the 
Manifesto  was  not  a  relinquishing  to  a  force  or  pressures,  for  Wilford 
Woodruff  said  that  he  would  have  seen  all  this  happen  before  withdraw- 
ing the  principle,  had  he  not  been  commanded  by  God  to  do  so.  It  was 
not  the  Mormon  people  who  gave  up  a  principle;  it  was  God  who  ceased 
to  require  it  of  them.  This  feature  of  strength,  of  determination,  of 
plain  stubborness,  is  what  makes  the  Mormon  position  so  strong.  We 
cannot  and  will  not  compromise  good  with  evil. 

Now  these  are  only  two  of  several  points  that  may  be  brought  for- 
ward when  discussing  the  immutability  of  the  Mormon  position;  but 
they  well  testify  of  the  fact  which  adds  to  the  beauty,  to  the  stature, 
and  to  the  authenticity  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints:  truth  is  constant  and  fearless,  truth  is  followed  persistently  by 
those  who  recognize  it,  and  truth,  the  everlasting  and  unchangeable 
truth  of  the  Gospel,  is  to  be  found  once  more  upon  the  earth,  within 
the  teachings  and  trials  of  the  Mormon  people. 

,  That  was  the  general  name  then  given  tc  all  the  far  western  territory 
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Something  to  sing  about 


In  Cumorah's  world  there  is  much  to  sing  about. 

And,  nearly  everyone's  singing! 

A  people  sing  because  they  are  happy. 

Their  happiness  comes  from  deep  within. 

Deep  within  them  burns  a  knowledge. 


Are  there  a  people  who  are  truly  happy? 
Are  there  a  people  who  really  know? 
Yes,  there  are  such  people — Mormon  people. 
They  have  something  to  sing  about. 
That  "something"  is  contained  in 


Cumorah's 

Message 

of  you 
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Natal 


Something  to  Sing  about?  Natal  District  is  "singing"  with  activity. 
Pietermaritzburg's  Junior  and  Adult  Choirs  are  keeping  the  branch  alive 
with  music.  Marriages  and  engagements  are  humming  about  Durban. 
News  from  an  overseas  traveller,  a  sister's  evening  out,  and  Christmas 
Trees  aglow,  highlight  this  months  report  from  the  Natal  branches. 

by   C.  De  Bruin 


The  month  of  December  was  in- 
deed a  busy  one  for  the  Saints  in 
Pietermaritzburg.  On  December  19, 
the  children's  Christmas  Tree  and 
supper,  followed  by  a  variety  con- 
cert was  held.  The  delicious  supper 
of  cold  meats  and  salads  was  en- 
joyed by  both  young  and  old.  The 
concert  was  a  great  success.  The 
costumes  were  very  colourful.  After 
interval  a  short  Nativity  Play  was 
enacted  by  the  Junior  Sunday 
School.  The  Grand  Finale  was 
a  selection  of  Christmas  Carols 
performed  by  the  adult  choir.  The 
writer  personally  had  a  very  warm 
and  wonderful  feeling  at  the  end 
of  the  evening. 

Christmas  Services  were  held  on 
December  20.  Some  very  wonder- 
ful talks  were  given  and  the  singing 
by  the  junior  choir  in  the  morning, 


and  the  adult  choir  in  the  evening 
helped  to  make  the  day  a  great 
spiritual  feast. 

On  Christmas  Eve  several  of  the 
members  met  at  the  chapel  for  an 
impromptu  evening  of  dancing.  This 
was  also  a  great  success,  and  a 
wonderful  time  was  enjoyed  by  all. 

The  Old  Year  was  ushered  out 
with  a  braaivleis  and  a  dance  on 
Old  Year's  Eve.  The  hall  was  beau- 
tifully decorated. 

Nineteen  Sixty  Four  was  a  year 
that  will  never  be  forgotten  by  the 
Saints  of  Pietermaritzburg.  They 
moved  into  their  beautiful  chapel 
on  April  5.  They  had  two  lovely 
weddings  and  several  wonderful 
dances.  They  have  had  several  bap- 
tisms in  their  own  font.  All  in  all, 
it  has  been  a  wonderful  year  for 
all  in  Pietermaritzburg  Branch. 


Durban 

by  Beryl  Soane 


Many  of  Durban's  Saints  were  on 
holiday  in  various  parts  of  the  Re- 
public, Rhodesia  and  Zambia. 
Others  were  overseas  visiting  the 
Temple  during  December  but 
the  numbers  in  the  Chapel  did  not 
diminish  owing  to  the  influx  of  visit- 
ing Saints  to  Durban.  As  they  all 
looked  pretty  sunburnt  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  enjoyed  the  sand, 
the  sea,  and  the  sun. 

Relief  Society  sisters  embarked  on 
an  "evening  out"  to  see  "Summer 
Magic".  As  their  closing  Social  they 
enjoyed  an  evening  of  home  films 
that  included  the  Kunitz  film  of  their 
trip  to  the  Temple,  as  well  as  the 
Henning's  film  of  a  sunrise  that  took 
an  uncommonly  long  time  to  come 
up!  They  were  also  shown  the  film 
on  the  life  of  the  late  President 
John  F.  Kennedy. 


Father  Christmas  visited  the  com- 
bined Primary  and  Sunday  School 
party  on  December  19.  He  handed 
out  presents  and  wished  everyone  a 
Happy  Christmas.  There  was  much 
speculation  on  the  children's  part  as 
to  whether  this  was  the  real  Father 
Christmas  or  just  "a  Dad"  dressed 
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up.  Therefore,  Santa  Claus  made  a 
hasty  retreat  after  his  farewell.  He 
did  a  disappearing  act  that  any  ma- 
gician would  envy,  although  there 
were  hordes  of  youngsters  in  pur- 
suit. 

There  was  not  a  single  member 
who  was  not  delighted  to  see  Sister 
van  Rooyen  back  amongst  us 
again;  she  was  full  of  praise  for  the 
power  of  the  Priesthood,  through 
which  she  was  healed. 

Durban's  eligible  bachelor,  Alton 
Doller,  is  to  be  a  bachelor  no  more. 
On  January  30  he  is  to  be  married 
to  Antoinette  (Toni)  Wessels  Poyurs. 
Speaking  of  marriages,  President 
Powrie  officiated  on  Wednesday,  the 
30th  December,  when  pretty  Marga- 
ret Cameron  was  married  to  Lynton 
Morby-Smith,  the  well  known 
cricketer.  Incidentally,  Margaret's 
brother   Robbie   is  having   a  joyous 


time  meeting  with  several  returned 
missionaries  in  Canada.  Jack  Oviatt, 
who  was  missionary  in  South  Africa 
in  1958,  says  that  Rabbie  is  off  to 
Salt  Lake  City  soon,  and  in  the 
meantime  has  brought  Jack,  and  his 
wife,  Karen,  up  to  date  with  news 
of  everyone  here.  For  those  who 
remember  Jack,  he  is  now  the 
proud  father  of  a  son,  Corrie,  and 
a  brand  new  daughter.  Jo-Ann.  He 
is  now  teaching  school. 

Brother  and  Sister  (Joyce)  Brey- 
tenbach  have  a  New  Year  gift  of  a 
baby  daughter.  Old  Year's  Night 
was  seen  out  and  1965  ushered  in 
at  an  impromptu  dance  at  the 
social  hall.  Sister  Willson  and 
Brother  Futter  provided  music, 
alternating  with  records.  With  bal- 
loons, snacks,  and  cool  drinks  a 
pleasant  time  was  enjoyed  by  all. 


Mowbray 


tigEr^ 


If  there  is  "singing"  at  Mowbray,  the  sisters  are  doing  it.  "The  most 
successful  bazaar  ever  held"  might  well  be  the  lyrics.  A  trio  of  "Here  We 
Come  a  Carolling,"  Carnival  Capers  and  Yuletide  festivities,  harmonize  to 
make  Mowbray's  December  activities  something  to  sing  about.  Mowbray's 
report  is 

by  B.  Smith 


This  has  been  one  of  the  busiest 
months  on  record  at  Mowbray.  The 
Relief  Society  bazaar  was  held  on 
the  4th  and  the  5th.  Beautiful  stalls 
attracted  a  steady  stream  of  cus- 
tomers. The  cake-stall  took  a  well- 
deserved  first  prize  for  a  lovely  lay- 
out. The  individual  "best-sales"  was 
achieved  by  toys  and  gifts.  A  baby- 
show  brought  in  splendid  entries  — 
everyone  wondered  why  couldn't 
everv  baby  win?  Chinese  and  Italian 
dishes  provided  adventures  in  eat- 
ing. While  a  braaivleis  and  the  ham- 


burger stall  fed  less  adventurous. 
The  warm  weather  ensured  a  flow 
of  patrons  to  the  soda-fountain.  A 
wishing-well  on  the  side-stoep  was 
another  great  attraction.  The  bazaar 
was  followed  by  a  street  market  on 
the  10th.  Together  they  brought  in 
over  R  1360.00 — an  all-time  record. 

The  M.I. A.  have  also  had  a  full 
month  producing  both  "Carnival 
Capers"  and  "Here  We  Come  a 
"Carolling".  These  efforts  were 
appreciated  by  the  members. 

The    Relief    Society's   closing    so- 
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cial  was  held  on  the  10th  at  the 
home  of  Rex  and  Pat  Lowe.  Hus- 
bands were  also  in  attendance.  A 
delicious  braai  supper  was  served  in 
the  open-air.  After  which,  everyone 
adjourned  to  the  lounge  where  a 
programme  of  carols  had  been 
arranged  by  Sister  Poulsen.  Sister 
Veronica  Dallendcr  then  handed  a 
substantial  cheque  to  our  Branch 
President  to  help  swell  the  Building 
Fund. 

The  Sunday  School  organized  a 
Christmas  tree  party  on  the  11th. 
There  was  a  programme  of  films, 
some  carol  singing  and  refreshments 
were  served.  This  was  a  real  family 
affair  and  everybody  enjoyed  the 
evening. 

The  Branch  picnic  took  place  on 
the   Day  of  the   Covenant.  Tanned 


skins  bear  witness  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  outing. 

On  the  20th  the  choral  event  of 
the  year  was  the  highlight.  Christ- 
mas anthems,  carols  and  readings 
brought  the  true  message  of  Yule- 
tide  to  all.  Sam  Rayner  and  the 
choir  made  the  musical  treat  pos- 
sible. 

Congratulations  are  in  order  for 
Margaret  Dyason  and  Itchie  who 
have  announced  their  engagement. 
Two  Christmas  babies  have  arrived 
in  the  Branch.  A  little  girl  was  born 
to  Gerald  and  Marie  Wiffen  on  the 
20th;  and  a  small  boy  arrived  on 
Christmas  Day  to  Clive  and  La 
Verne  Nicholls. 

A  gay  dance  on  Old  Year's 
Night  brought  the  festivities  of  the 
holiday  season  to  an  end  and  wel- 
comed in  the  New  Year. 


Transvaal 


There  is  much  to  sing  about  in  Transvaal  District.  Vereeninging 
Saints  have  finally  come  in  on  the  downbeat.  According  to  their  report 
they  are  really  going  to  have  a  roof  on  their  new  chapel.  Pretoria  and 
Springs  are  singing  praises  to  their  new  missionaries  entering  the  mission 
field.  Carletonville  and  Klerkdorp  are  "singing  while  they  work"  on  their 
new  chapels.  Christmas  trees,  Primary  programmes,  and  MIA  Carolling 
add  a  festive  note  to  this  month's  reports  from  the  Transvaal. 


RAMAH 

by  Maria  Delate 


Here's  Father  Christmas!  !  !  The 
children  shouted  at  the  Sunday 
School  Christmas  party  held  on  the 
19th  December.  This  was  the  great 
event  of  the  year  for  the  young 
folks.  The  Christmas  party  was  well 
organised.  At  the  completion  of  the 
puppet  show  Father  Christmas  ar- 
rived in  an  open  sports  car.  hence 
the  excitement. 


A  branch  picnic  was  held  on  the 
16th  December.  The  Saints  hired  a 
bus  for  the  occasion,  with  a  special 
bus  driver — Brother  Maree — who 
drove  the  Saints  to  Meerdale.  The 
Saints  had  a  terriffic  time.  The 
Saints  enjoyed  braaivleis,  games, 
swimming  and  sunbathing.  Sunburn 
was  the  general  complaint  the  fol- 
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lowing  day.  President  Samuel  not 
only  complained  of  sunburn  but  also 
had  a  fractured  foot  and  was  still 
hopping  two  weeks  after  the  picnic! 
The  M.I.A.'s  young  married  group 
held  their  Christmas  party  on  the 
night  of  the  18th  December.  This 
was  very  well  attended  and  there 
were  plenty  delicious  refreshments. 

Ramah  was  very  privileged  to 
have  a  special  Christmas  service  on 
the  evening  of  the  20  December. 
The  speakers  were  Mission  President 
and  Sister  Snow. 

The  Aaronic  Priesthood  had  a 
good  turn  out  at  their  work  party, 
which  was  organised  to  clear  the 
weeds  in  the  car  park  and  in  front  of 
the  chapel. 


Petra  Coetzee  made  a  lovely 
bride  at  her  wedding  to  Brother 
Willem  Brummer  at  Ramah,  on  the 
19  December.  The  engagement  of 
Raman's  well  loved  organist  Sister 
Bessie  de  Wet  and  returned  mis- 
sionary Brother  Alma  Donly  was 
announced  this  month.  Ramah 
wishes  these  two  couples  God's 
richest  blessings  for  the  future. 

The  District  held  the  annual  New 
Years  Eve  Ball  at  Ramah.  The 
Saints  were  entertained  by  a  lovely 
floor  show  presented  by  Pretoria. 
They  started  off  with  singing  and 
dancing  from  the  1920's  and  gave  a 
preview  of  what  will  happen  in 
1965.  The  clock  struck  twelve  and 
the  Saints  wished  everyone  a  happy 
New  Year.  The  Mike  Deepel  Four 
provided  the  lovely  music. 


Pretoria 

by  Anne   Muller 


December  has  been  a  busy  month 
for  the  Pretoria  Branch.  On  the 
third  of  December  the  Relief  Socie- 
ty Sisters  held  their  closing  social 
with  the  husbands  in  attendance.  A 
very  interesting  play,  based  on  the 
Relief  Society  Magazine,  was  pre- 
sented by  the  sisters.  Wednesday, 
the  9th  December,  the  Primary 
Children  had  their  Christmas  party, 
and  it  was  indeed  a  pleasure  to  see 
these  little  ones  enjoying  themselves, 
and  to  share  in  the  entertainment 
they  provided  themselves.  The 
Junior  Sunday  School  held  their 
Christmas  Party  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  12th  and  in  the  evening  the 
Senior  Sunday  School  held  a  braai- 
vleis  at  the  popular  Fountains  Val- 
ley. 

M.I.A.  rounded  off  their  activities 
for  the  year  with  a  dance  on  the  15th 


December.  Brother  Bobby  Smith 
with  his  bagpipes  and  Brother  Jan 
Lion-Cachet  with  his  clown-act 
provided  additional  entertainment. 
On  this  occasion  the  M.I.A.  said 
goodbye  to  one  of  the  Young  Wo- 
men's Counsellors,  Sister  Vivienne 
van  Staden,  who  has  been  called  on 
a   mission. 

The  Branch  members  made  good 
use  of  the  holiday  on  the  16th 
December,  to  go  on  a  picnic,  and 
young  and  old  agreed  they  had  a 
wonderful  time. 

Sunday,  the  13th  December  was  a 
day  of  great  importance  to  the  Pre- 
toria Branch.  The  testimonial  meet- 
ing of  Sister  Vivienne  van  Staden, 
eldest  daughter  of  Elder  and  Sister 
van  Staden,  was  held  in  Chapel 
Deseret.  Visitors  from  other  Trans- 
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vaal  branches  and  members  packed 
the  chapel.  The  curtains  to  the 
lounge  were  opened  to  accommo- 
date everyone.  President  and  Sis- 
ter Snow  were  in  attendance  on  this 
occasion.  President  Snow  addressed 
the  congregation.  Also  present  were 
President  Cherrett  and  President 
Powrie.  The  Branch  is  very  proud 
of  Sister  Vivienne  and  pray  that 
the  Lord's  choicest  blessings  may  go 
with  her  on  her  mission. 

From    New    Zealand    comes    the 


news  that  the  Hearn's  family  are 
settling  down  nicely  in  their  new 
country. 

The  Branch  extends  congratula- 
tions to  Brothers  Jef  Hagerman  and 
Louis  Laidlaw  on  receiving  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  and  Brothers 
Michael  Alcock  and  Johannes  van 
Rensburg  on  being  advanced  to 
teachers.  The  two  little  grandchil- 
dren of  Sister  Collins,  Len  and 
Grant  Devenish,  were  blessed  on 
December  6th. 


EAST  RAND 

by   Lucy  Carr 


December  was  an  enjoyable 
month  for  the  members  of  the  East 
Rand  Branch.  Parties  were  the  order 
of  the  day  and  presents  for  the 
younger  ones  were  not  forgotten.  To 
start  the  ball  rolling  the  Relief 
Society  held  their  annual  bazaar  on 
the  12th.  Next  in  line  was  the  Sun- 
day School  Christmas  Party.  The 
officers  and  teachers  of  the  Sunday 
School  worked  diligently  and  were 
well  rewarded  by  all  the  "oh's"  and 
"ah's'  that  came  from  everyone  who 
entered  the  cultural  hall.  The  hall 
was  beautifully  decorated  by  gaily 
coloured  streamers.  The  stage  cur- 
tains were  drawn  and  the  little  ones 
were  very  anxious  to  see  what  they 
were  hiding.  To  get  all  the  young 
members  as  well  as  the  not-so-young 
members  in  a  party  mood  Sister  D. 
Alexander  and  Sister  L.  Carr  orga- 
nized the  children  into  various 
games.  This,  the  children  enjoyed, 
but  the  thing  that  really  took  their 
fancy  was  Charles  Ledwards  guitar 
playing. 

Finally  the  great  moment  arrived 
— the  curtains  were  opened  to  re- 
veal a  breathtaking  spectacle.  With 
a  trellis  work  fence  stood  "the  most 
beautiful  Christmas  tree  in  the 
world'  before  the  awe-struck  eyes 
of  a  dozen  little  faces.  One  could 
feel   the   spirit   of   anticipation    rise. 


Two  big  bunches  of  balloons  were 
slowly  lowered  from  the  ceiling  and 
the  excitement  of  the  children  knew 
no  bounds.  They  could  hardly  wait 
for  Father  Christmas  to  descend 
from  his  ladder.  Well,  the  good  old 
man  finally  came  and  the  presents 
that  he  brought  with  him  were 
really  appreciated  by  all  the  chil- 
dren. To  round  it  off,  lovely  party 
cakes  and  cool  drinks  were  served. 
To  keep  up  with  the  Spirit  of 
things  the  M.I.A.  held  two  parties 
— the  Christmas  party  on  the  22nd 
and  the  caroling  party  on  the  29th. 
Fun,  games  and  laughter  high- 
lighted the  evenings  and  good  things 
to  eat  ended  them  off  well. 

With  the  change  of  the  Branch 
Presidency  the  members  were  given 
the  opportunity  on  the  13th  and 
the  20th  to  listen  to  their  new 
Branch  and  auxilliary  leaders.  The 
new  leaders  are  President  B.  Bester 
as  Branch  President,  with  Brother 
A.  Alexander  and  Brother  V.  Jacobs 
as  first  and  second  counsellors. 
Brother  A.  Adendorff  as  quorum 
leader.  Brother  M.  Evans  as  Sun- 
day School  Supervisor,  Sister  E. 
Evans  as  Relief  Society  President, 
Brother  F.  B.  Carr  as  M.I.A.  Presi- 
dent, and  Sister  D.  Alexander  as 
Primary  President. 
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SPRINGS 

by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 


The  Sunday  School  Christmas 
function  held  on  the  5th  Decem- 
ber, was  a  great  success.  The  Chil- 
dren shrieked  with  delight  as  Santa 
Claus  began  to  hand  out  the  pre- 
sents. As  usual,  ice  cream  and  cold 
drinks  soon  disappeared  from  view 
with  so  many  eager  young  mouths 
to   feed. 

The  M.I. A.  held  a  Christmas 
party  on  December  15.  Games  were 
played,  and  delectable  edibles  were 
enjoyed.  At  three  a.m.  the  next 
morning  the  party  set  out  for 
Swartkop  for  a  picnic. 

December  20,  the  Sunday  School 
Christmas  service  was  held  and  the 
young  people  rendered  two  carols 
very  sweetly.  The  Sacrament  Service 
was  a  portrayal  of  the  origin  and 
meaning  of  Christmas  and  Brothers 
Wynne  and  Ken  Armstrong  as  well 
as  Sister  Muriel  Armstrong  did  full 
justice  to  the  subject. 

The  Branch  wishes  to  congratu- 
late Sister  Melaney  J.  Peterson  who 
started     her    mission     on     the     3rd 


January,  1965.  Springs  now  has  three 
missionaries  in  the  field.  Sister 
Peterson's  testimony  meeting  was 
held  with  President  and  Sister  Snow 
in  attendance.  President  Hugo  of  the 
District  Presidency  was  also  present. 
The  Springs  choir  rendered  a  beau- 
tiful number  and  everyone  was  a 
little  disappointed  that  they  did  not 
sing  more. 

M.I. A.  Carolling  School  rendered 
a  number  of  beautifully  sung 
carols  both  at  the  Springs  Nursing 
Home  and  the  Old  Age  Home  on 
the  22nd  December.  We  feel  sure 
that  the  sick  and  the  aged  deeply 
appreciate  such  a  service.  The  carol- 
ling concluded  with  a  gathering  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
McCrystal  where  refreshments  were 
served. 

Sister  Cathy  Mew  gave  birth  to  a 
fine  son  on  the  3rd  January.  The 
Springs  Branch  extends  its  congra- 
tulations. Sister  Marie  van  Niekerk 
who  recently  underwent  on  opera- 
tion, is  now  back  home  but  still  sub- 
ject to  daily  therapy  treatment. 


Primrose 

by  E.  C.  Parsons 


The  Relief  Society  rounded  off  the 
year  with  a  social  held  at  the  home 
of  Sister  Orth.  A  games  evening  was 
enjoyed  by  everyone — husbands  in- 
cluded. After  the  games  refresh- 
ments were  served.  Although  it  was 
a  closing  social,  all  the  sisters  were 
looking  forward  to  the  new  year  in 
Relief    Society. 

The  Christmas  tree  party  was  a 
a  success.  Brother  Parsons  was 
"Bobo  the  Clown"  and  gave  the 
children  a  lot  of  laughs.  Brother 
Scott  from  the  Ramah  Branch  put  a 
lovely  show  on.  It  was  certainly 
enjoyed  by  everyone. 

A  fancy  dress  contest  was  also 
held  and  the  first  prizes  were  won  by 
Charles  Osman  as  Indian  Chief,  in 
the   baby  division;  Julian    Potgieter 


as  Cleopatra,  in  the  girls'  division; 
and  Clive  Sandow  as  the  clown,  in 
the  boy's  division. 

During  the  past  month  there  was 
a  good  turnout  to  Sacrament  Meet- 
ings. There  was  66  in  all  at  one 
meeting  this  month. 

The  Branch  extends  a  big  wel- 
come to  Brother  and  Sister  Lambert 
who  have  come  from  Ramah.  The 
Germiston  Saints  hope  that  they 
will  be  happy  in  the  Branch. 

On  the  16th  December  the  Branch 
members  held  a  picnic  at  the  Pines. 
The  weather  was  perfect.  At  the 
end  of  the  day  everyone  went  home 
sunburned  and  tired,  but  feeling 
very   good    inside. 
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VEREENIGING 


by    Roland   P.   Roberts 


The  highlight  of  the  Chapel 
building  is  the  roof.  It  has  finally 
been  erected.  Vereeniging  is  happy 
to  report  this  because  it  is  rumoured 
that  members  of  other  branches 
were  beginning  to  wonder  if  the 
chapel  was  really  going  to  have  a 
roof! 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  closing 
social  for  the  year  1%4  at  Brother 
and  Sister  Roberts  home.  Everyone 
present  enjoyed  the  fun  and  games. 
Brothers  Rowland  P.  Roberts  and 
Christan  J.  Hees  did  not  do  so  well 
as  phychiatrists  in  one  of  the  games. 
To  the  merriment  of  members  pre- 
sent, they  took  a  long  time  to  diag- 
nose a  general  case  of  balmyness. 
Sister  Roberts  organized  an  enjoy- 
able evening  with  the  help  of  her 
two  counsellors.  The  refreshments 
provided  by  the  sisters  were  enjoyed 
by  all. 


The  M.I. A.  held  a  very  success- 
ful Christmas  party  at  the  home  of 
Sister  Joan  Sawyer  where  23  peo- 
ple attended.  On  the  16th  Decem- 
ber, the  Sunday  School  organised  a 
Christmas  Party  in  the  Chapel  build- 
ing for  the  Sunday  School  Children. 
Father  Christmas  performed  his  very 
welcome  duty  and  the  children  loved 
him.  Some  of  the  Sunday  School 
classes  put  on  acts  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  the  people  present.  The 
children  were  also  given  a  packet 
of  sweets  and  ice  cream. 

The  Saints  of  Vereeniging  are 
really  looking  forward  to  the  time 
in  the  not  too  distant  future,  when 
they  will  move  into  the  new  Chapel. 
The  opening  date  of  which  has 
been  set  for  the  14th  March,  1965, 
and  although  a  lot  of  work  still 
remains  to  be  finished,  the  Saints 
are  confident  that  it  will  be  ready. 


KRUGERSDORP 


by  Muriel  Harris 


In  November  the  Relief  Society 
presented  their  last  evening  pro- 
gramme, the  theme  of  which  was 
"The  Importance  of  Women  in  the 
Gospel  Plan."  The  speakers  gave  of 
their  best  and  the  Relief  Society 
President,  Sister  Elaine  Strydom  was 
congratulated  on  the  fine  effort  of 
the  sisters  and  the  programme  was 
concluded  by  the  Singing  Mothers 
rendition  of  "Now  the  Day  is 
Over." 

December  month  in  Krugersdorp 
Branch  heraled  in  many  interesting, 
entertaining  and  spiritual  events :  the 
first  of  these  being  the  Primary 
programme  which  was  presented  on 
the  eve  of  the  6th  December,  1964. 
The  theme  stressed  was  the  "Pri- 
mary Home  Partnership".  The  Pre- 
sidency of  the  Primary  are  con- 
gratulated by  the  Branch  for  their 
effort  during  1964  and  the  pro- 
gramme was  enjoyed  by  all  present. 
During  the  programme,  Johan  Dege- 
naar,  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Primary  was  confirmed. 

Mia   held   a    party   in   December 


with  interesting  games,  rousing  fun 
and  a  sing-song  of  all  the  "old 
favourites".  On  the  13th  December 
the  Branch  was  honoured  by  a 
surprise  visit  from  our  Mission  Pre- 
sident J.  Golden  Snow,  who  was 
accompanied  by  Elders  Lifferth  and 
Brown.  The  Elders  left  their  testi- 
monies and  encouraged  the  branch 
in  their  misionary  work.  President 
Snow  bore  testimony  of  the  sacred- 
ness  and  importance  of  Sunday 
School  Work  and  complimented 
President  Bibb  on  the  excellent 
attendance  of  the  members  at  Sun- 
day School. 

On  the  16th  December  a  Branch 
picnic  was  held  at  "Lovers  Rock" 
in  the  Magaliesburg  mountains. 
Games,  fun,  swimming  and  a 
"watermelon  battle"  ended  the  day. 
A  happy  but  tired  group  of  Mor- 
mons wended  their  way  home. 
Krugersdorp  members  appear  to  be 
the  "outdoor  type"  and  two  other 
picnics  were  held  over  the  festive 
season. 


50 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


February,  1965 


Carletonville 


by   P.  G.  Velleman 


Carletonville  Branch  was  very 
shocked  and  grieved  when  they 
heard  about  Brother  Leon  Alexan- 
der's mine  accident.  He  was  in- 
jured by  a  fall  of  hanging  under- 
ground. He  has  spent  a  month  in 
Cotsloe  Hospital  and,  according  to 
reports,  will  have  to  stay  another 
three  weeks.  The  prayers  and  best 
wishes  of  the  Carletonville  Saints 
are  continually  with  him,  Sister 
Jean,  and  their  boys. 

The  brothers  Frausie  and  Andre 
Joubert  and  Sister  Liena  Joubert  are 
back  with  the  Saints  from  Krugers- 
dorp.  Brother  Jan  Joubert  is  now 
staying  in  Randfontein  but  spends 
his  weekends  with  famiy  in  Carle- 
tonville. 

The  spirit  of  love  and  fellowship 
among  the  saints  of  Carletonville  is 
beautiful  to  behold.  Carletonville  is 
blessed  with  two  wonderful  mis- 
sionaries. Elder  Tolman  and  Elder 
Ridge  who  are  sources  of  inspiration 
and    guidance.    On   Sunday  evening 


the  10th  of  January,  Brother  Smit 
and  Brother  Wally  van  Staden  from 
Pretoria  visited  the  branch  as  dis- 
trict speakers.  They  spoke  so  beau- 
tifully about  things  that  the  spirit 
of  love  and  faith  and  hope  could  be 
strongly  felt. 

Carletonville  Saints  are  looking 
forward  to  going  into  the  new 
chapel  which  is  in  the  process  of 
being  built.  Building  artisans  are 
very  difficult  to  come  by,  but  the 
Branch  believes  that  the  building 
will  run  on  schedule.  The  move-  in 
date  has  been  set  for  the  1 1th  April, 
1965.  The  Saints  are  determined  to 
move  in  because  they  are  per- 
suaded that  neither  death,  nor  life, 
nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor 
powers,  nor  things  present,  nor 
things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor 
depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall 
be  able  to  separate  them  from  the 
Love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus,  our  Lord. 


Klerksdorp 


by  May  Schultz 


December  was  ground  breaking 
month  for  Klerksdorp  Branch.  Pre- 
sident J.  Golden  Snow  broke  the 
first  ground  and  then  invited  every- 
one including  the  children  to  have  a 
go  with  the  spades.  The  Lord  bless- 
ed the  Saints  with  a  Miracle.  It  was 
raining  everywhere  but  where  the 
ceremonies  were  being  held.  The 
weather  at  the  chapel  site  was 
lovely. 

The  visitors  present  at  the  ground 
breaking  were  President  and  Sister 
J.  Golden  Snow,  President  Powrie. 
President  and  Sister  Chater,  Presi- 
dent Cherret,  Brother  Bennington, 
and   President  Whittaker  and  Elder 


Liffereth. 

The  ground  breaking  day  held  a 
double  meaning  for  President  and 
Sister  Hefer  as  it  was  their  Wedding 
Anniversary  as  well. 

The  brothers  of  the  Branch  spent 
two  Saturdays  sweating  in  the  hot 
sun  clearing  the  Chapel  grounds  for 
the  ground  breaking.  The  children 
helped  too,  and  Sister  Hefer  kept 
everyone  well  supplied  with  cool 
drinks.  The  following  two  Satur- 
days, they  carted  river  sand  and 
stone.  Brother  Smook  brought  his 
lorry  out  for  that  purpose.  By  the 
time  this  article  is  printed  the  foun- 
dations   for    the    first    part    of    the 


February.  1965 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


51 


building  will  have  been  completed, 
as  the  trenches  have  already  been 
made. 

The  Sunday  School  and  Primary 
held  a  combined  Christmas  Party 
and  Braaivleis.  There  were  games 
for  all  the  children  aged  from  three 
to  ninety.  Before  everyone  was  too 
exhausted  from  the  games,  Father 
Christmas  (played  by  Brother 
Smook).  came  to  visit  and  presented 


presents  to  the  children.  The  old 
man  even  had  a  small,  but  useful 
gift  for  the  adults. 

After  each  one  looked  to  see 
what  the  jolly  old  soul  had  given 
them,  the  children  sang  a  few  carols. 
Later  the  adults  joined  in  with  them. 
The  Christmas  spirit  went  home  in 
the  heart  of  each  member  as  they 
departed    to    their   homes. 


Orange  Free  State 

by  Alma  Robb,   Margaret  Futter,  Dalgleish 

Singing  in  the  three  branches  in  the  Orange  Free  State  has  a  deep 
spiritual  tone.  A  beautiful  testimony  of  a  Sister  returned  from  a  Temple 
trip  is  featured  in  Kimberley's  report.  In  between  group  teaching  meetings 
and  referrals,  Welkom  has  time  to  "Sing"  vv'th  the  season  as  Saints  in 
Bloemfontein  have  a  visit  from  St.  Nick. 


The  Bloemfontein  Sunday  School 
Christmas  Tree  party  was  held  in 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Daubney.  The  little  ones  were  thrill- 
ed as  Father  Christmas  arrived  and 
handed  out  the  presents,  sweets,  and 
balloons.  The  ladies  were  not  for- 
gotten. Each  received  a  gift  from 
the  Christmas  gentleman.  There  was 
plenty  to  eat  and  drink.  The  water 
was  cool  in  the  swimming  poo!.  The 
Branch  members  enjoyed  themselves 
and  exp;;ssed  their  appreciation  to 
the  Daubney's  for  the  wonderful 
evening. 

The  Bloemfontein  M.I.A.  held  a 
social  evening  on  the  18th  Decem- 
ber. Games  were  played  and  carols 
were  sung.  Refreshments  were  later 
served.  The  Branch  thanked  Brother 
and  Sister  Fripp  for  the  successful 
evening. 

Special  congratulations  were  sent 
to  Brother  Johan  Daubney  and  Miss 
Sylvia  Nunns  on  the  occasion  of 
their  marriage  on  the  26th  Decem- 
ber,  1964  in  Cape  Town. 

Welkom's  Relief  Society  held  a 
dinner  at  which  the  men  waited  on 
the  Sisters  and  washed  the  dishes  as 
well.  Brother  Beldon  made  a  very 
dashing  waiter  in  his  white  jacket 
and   black   trousers. 

Welkom  Sunday  School  held  a 
very  successful  Christmas  Party  and 
the  children  as  well  as  the  adults 
enjoyed     themselves.    The    children 


each  brought  a  gift  to  be  given  to 
the  African  children  for  Christmas. 
In  Kimberley,  the  newest  branch 
in  the  mission,  the  members  feel 
very  fortunate  in  having  Brother 
Harry  Spear  make  his  home  in 
Kimberley.  A  cake  sale  was  held  by 
the  Kimberley  Relief  Society.  And 
on  the  29th  December  Brother  Wil- 
son from  Ramah,  spoke  to  the 
branch  on  the  importance  of  genea- 
logical work.  The  4th  of  the  month 
was  the  Christmas  Party  and  the 
members    enjoyed    themselves. 

The  Kimberley  Branch  President, 
asked  Sister  Dalgleish  to  include  in 
her  report  her  feelings  about  her 
recent  trip. 

"It  is  with  gratitude  and  heart 
full  of  thankfulness  that  I  reflect  on 
my  experiences  overseas.  I  spent  one 
whole  day  in  the  most  glorious  place 
on  earth — the  London  Temple  I 
received  my  endownent,  and  was 
sealed  to  my  dear  late  husband  and 
my  late  parents.  I  also  received  my 
Patriarchal  Blessing.  It  was  un  ex- 
perience that  will  always  be  a  bright 
and  shining  light  in  my  earthly  life. 
While  in  London,  I  attended  ser- 
vices twice  daily  and  attended  Fast 
and  Testimony  meeting  in  the  Hyde 
Park  Chapel.  I  was  the  only  South 
African.  With  my  faith  soaring 
high,  I  was  able  to  bear  my  testi- 
mony. 
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BLESSINGS 


KRUGERSDORP 

HORNABROOK.  Mark  Rinus 
VAN  ZYL,  Shirley  Ann. 
WALL.  Lynette  Catherine. 

PORT   ELIZABETH 
EK,  Craig  Eu"ene. 
EVERTON,  Carolyne. 
SWANEPOEL,  Phillis  Sydney  May. 


BULAWAYO 

BRADSHAW,  Aileen  Francis  May. 

DURBAN 
BIRK.  Karen  Gerda. 

KRUGERSDORP 
DEGENAAR,  Johan  Martin. 
SOLL,  Carolina  Magrieta. 
SOLL.  Gabriel. 
SOLL,  William   Mathrews. 

MOWBRAY 
BARRIS.  Arthur  Stanley  Michael. 
BARRIS.  John   Henry. 


PRIMROSE 
LANGEHOVEN.  Catherina   Elizabeth. 
LANGEHOVEN.  Rosa  Mathilda. 

RAMAH 
MARITZ.   I.aurettc. 
SCHAFER,  Donald  Robin. 
SCHAFER,  Gavin   Lloyd. 

WELKOM 
CLEMENT.   Jules   Daniel. 


BAPTISM 


PORT  ELIZABETH 


BOOTH,     Ann     Peabodv. 
CHARSLEY.   Adam   Edgar. 

PRETORIA 
HERHOLDT,    Kevin  Alexander. 

PRIMROSE 
LANGENHOVEN.    Josva    Gideon    Elia. 
LANGENHOVEN.     Leonard     Johannes. 
LANGENHOVEN.    Johanna    Catherina. 
LANGENHOVEN.    Louis   Nell   Johan. 

RAMAH 
WRENCH.  Stephen  Sinclair. 
WELKOM 
VAN  ZYL,  Allan  Michael. 


PRIEST  ORDINATIONS 


DURBAN 

WILLSON.    Graham     Peter     —    ordained    a 

Priest. 
WINSTANLEY,     Percy     Edwin     Alfred     — 

ordained     a    Priest. 

KRUGERSDORP 
BIBB.      Michael      Geoffrey     —     ordained      a 
Deacon. 

MOWBRAY 
MacFARLANE,  Ian    Malcolm   —  ordained   a 
Priest. 


PRETORIA 
DU    PREEZ,    Lionel   —   ordained    a   Deason. 
ALCOCK,     Michael     Leslie     —     ordained    a 

Teacher. 
HAGERMANN.    Jeffrey    Claude  —   ordained 

a   Deacon. 
.IANSE     VAN    RENSBURG,    Johannes    Gcr- 

hardus    —    ordained    a    Teacher. 
LAIDLAW,     Louis    Lionel     —    ordained     a 

Deacon. 

RAMAH 
SHARPE.     Richard    —    ordained    a    Priest. 


MARRIAGE 


GROBBELAAR.    Shirley    Harwood.    married 

to  Desmond   Murrish   on   May    12,    1964.  in 

Roodepoort. 
ALLAN,    Errol    Gilmore.    married    to    Eillen 

Phyllis  Vahey  on  July  11.   1964  in  Florida. 

Transvaal. 
NELL.     David     John      married      to     Wendy 

Derren  Smith  on   December   10,    1964. 


BRUMMER.  Anna  Catherina  Margrietha. 
married  to  Francios  David  Johann  Hoff- 
man on  August  12,  1964  in  Vereeniging. 
Transvaal. 


DEATHS 


KNIGHT.    Thomas    Radmore.    died 
10.    1964.    in   Port   Elizabeth.   Cape. 


CRUICKSHANK.     Jessie     Blanche,     died    — 
November   13.    1964  in   Pretoria.   Transvaal. 
July         POULTNEY,   John    Lionel,    died    —   Septem- 
ber 21,    1962.    in    Cape    District. 
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MISSIONARY  ACTIVITIES 


ARRIVALS 


SISTER    MELANEY    JOAN    PETERSON      -    from    Siring-.    Transvaal  a-rivcJ    January    3. 

1965    —    was    assigned    to    labour   with   Sister    Carol    J.    tlhcrington    in    Pretoria.    Transvaal. 
SISTER    VIV1ENPSE    II.    VAN   STADEN    —   from   Pretoria.   Transvaal   —   arrived    January    4. 

1965  —   was  assigned   to  labour  in   Linden.   Johannesburg    with   Sister   Ellen   F.    Homer. 
ELDER    LARRY    ALDEN    RIGBY    —    from    Bountiful.    Utah    —   arrived    January    20.    1965    - 

was   assigned  to   labour   with   Elder    Reid    Hemming. 
ELDER    DANIEL    MacFARLANE   JONES  —    from    Cedar   City.    Utah   —    arrived    January   20, 

1965    —    was   assigned    to    labour   with    Elder    Barry   Christian  en. 


APPOINTMENTS 


ELDER    NEIL    B.    SMITH    —   Assistant    to    the    Mission    President.    December    26.    1964. 
ELDER    DENNIS   J.    WINTER    —  Assistant    to   the   Mission    President.    December   26.    1964. 
SISTER  CORAL   A.  CARTWRIGHT  —   Assistant   Mission   Secretary.    December  26.    1964. 
ELDER  JOHN   R.   CARLSON  —  Zone  Leader  of  the  Transvaal.   January  6,   1965. 
ELDER    DWIGHT    M.    BARRUS    —    District    Leader    of    the    Pretoria    District.    January    6. 

1965 
SISTER   JUNE    M.   VAN   NIEKERK  —  Mission    Recorder.   January   8.    1965. 
ELDER    ROCCO    DE    VILLIERS    —    District    Leader    of   Central    Rand    District.    January    16. 

1965. 
ELDER   RENDELL  W.   PRATT  —   District    Leader  off  East   Rand  District.   January    16,    1965. 
ELDER  C.  CLEVE   HALE  —   District   Leader  of   West   Rand  District.  January   16.    1965. 
ELDER  ROGER   B.  MOORE  —   District   Leader   of  Cumorah  District,   January   16.    1965. 


TRANSFERS 


SISTER    CAROL   ETHERINGTON    —    transferred   from    Mission   Office    to    Arcadia    Pretoria. 

December   10.   1964. 
ELDER  REID  HEMMING   —   transferred   from   Salisbury.    Rhodesia   to   Bloemfontein.  O.F.S. 

as   District    Leader   of   the    Tri-Cities   District,    December    12,    1964. 
SISTER    MARCIA    MILLS    —   transferred    from    Pretoria    to    Durban.    December    28.     1964. 
ELDER   GARY   TORGERSON  —   transferred   from   Mission   Office  to    Durban.   December   31. 

1964. 
ELDER    GAIL    UZELAC    —    transferred     from    Johannesburg    to    Copnerbelt.    December    31. 

1964. 
SISTER   ELLEN    HOMER  —   transferred    from    Pretoria  to   Linden.   Johannesburg,   January  5. 

1965. 
ELDER    JOHN    R.    CARLSON    —    transferred    from    Pretoria    to    Transvaal    Zone    as    Zone 

Leader,  Januarv  6.   1965. 
ELDER    DWIGHT    BARRUS    —    transferred    from    Bcnoni    to    Pretoria    as    Dstrict    Leader. 

January  6,    1965. 
ELDER    BRIAN    ZEMP    —    transferred    from    Benoni    to    Regents    Park    January    7.    1965. 
SISTER   JUNE    VAN    NIEKERK    —   transferred    from   Pretoria    to    Mission    Home.   January    8, 

1965. 
SISTER   JUDY    POWRIE   —    transferred    from    Pretoria   to    Durban.    January   8,    1965. 
SISTER  LORNEL  CLARK  —  transferred  from   Mission  Office  to  Pretoria.  January   11.   1965. 
ELDER   GLEN  RICHARDSON  —  transferred   from  Durban   to  Copperbelt.   January   18.    1965. 
ELDER    CLEVE    HALE    —    transferred    from    Copperbelt    to    West    Rand    District    as    District 

Leader.  January,   1965. 


TRUTH    AND    THE    MORMON    POSITION    (Continued    from    page   42) 

of  the  North  American  continent,  including  what  is  now  called  Utah. 
.,  Roberts,  B.  H.;  The  Life  of  John  Taylor;   Bookcraft.  Salt  Lake  City. 

Utah,  1963:  p.  179- 
,  Ibid.  p.  173. 
,  The  Discourses  of  Wilford  Woodruff.  Bookcraft,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 

1946:   p.  217. 
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0  DIT  IS  WONDERLIK 

(GESANG  80) 

Ek  staan,  steeds  verbaas  oor  Jesus  se  liefde  aan  my, 
Verdwaas  oor  Sy  guns  wat  Hy  vrylik  aanbied  aan  my. 
Ek  sidder  te  weet  dat  Hy  vir  my  gekruisig  was. 
Dat  lyding  en  bloed  en  Sy  dood  vir  ons  sondaars  was. 

O  dit  is  wonderlik  dat  Hy  omgee  vir  my 

genoeg  te  sterf  vir  my. 
O  dit  is  wonderlik.  wonderlik  vir  my. 

Verwonderd  dat  Hy  van  verhewe  troon,  neer  sou  daal, 
"n  Siel  te  kom  red  wat  rebels  en  so  trots  sou  faal. 
Dat  Hy  Sy  groot  liefde  aan  my  toegereik  net, 
Voldoende  om  my  te  verlos  en  regverdig  het. 

O  dit  is  wonderlik  dat  Hy  omgee  vir  my 

genoeg  te  sterf  vir  my. 
O  dit  is  wonderlik,  wonderlik  vir  my. 

Ek  dink  aan  Sy  hande  deurboor  om  die  skuld  te  delg. 
Niks  kan  sulke  liefde  en  toewyding  ooit  verswelg. 
Ek  loof  en  bewonder  Horn  vir  Sy  genade  toon. 
Totdat  ek  sal   kniel  voor  Sy  glorieryk'  hemelstroon. 

O  dit  is  wonderlik  dat  Hy  omgee  vir  my 

genoeg  to  sterf  vir  my. 
O  dit  is  wonderlik.  wonderlik  vir  my. 


Vertaal  deur:  Christine  du  Plessis 
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PEACE 


Men  may  yearn  for  peace,  cry  for 
peace,  and  work  for  peace,  but  there 
will  be  no  peace  until  they  follow  the 
path  pointed  out  by  the  living  Christ. 
He  is  the  true  light  of  men's  lives. 

The  mission  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  is  to  establish 
peace.  The  living  Christ  is  its  head. 
Under  Him  tens  of  thousands  of  men  in 
the  Church  are  divinely  authorized  to 
represent  Him  in  variously  assigned 
positions.  It  is  the  duty  of  these  repre- 
sentatives to  manifest  brotherly  love 
first  toward  one  another,  then  toward 
all  mankind;  to  seek  unity,  harmony, 
and  peace  in  organizations  within  the 
Church,  and  then  by  precept  and 
example  extend  these  virtues  through- 
out the  world  * 

— President  David  0.  McKay 

*   Taken  from  his  opening  message  at 
General  Conference  October  1964. 
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